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ETIKA RAQ TALKS ABOUT LOVE, LIFE AND HER LATEST TV SERIAL

south movies, but quickly took up the TV offer
as it was on Colors, which is the most popular
channel in India and TV is now a huge platform
there. I am open to short films, Indo-western
collaboration movies and web series.

You made a stunning debut on television and
have been in demand, but why have you taken
so long to choose another project?
I come from a movie background
and still consider myself new to tel-
evision. The mostly traditional, rural

‘T am quite

you evolve as an actor. It puts you in so many
different situations all in one series. A Bolly-
wood actor would probably find himself in so
many situations in an entire decade of roles.

The new series revolves around love. How
much of a romantic are you in real life?

I am quite romantic at heart. I like to believe

in love at first sight, but there is a dominant
practical side to me, which
keeps me away from getting
into wrong relationships. I

and mythological concepts drive
more ratings, than modern ones. It’s

romantic

have lots of guy friends, but
I have mostly been single

mostly the saas-bahu sari and sin-
door concepts that appeal to the re-
gional and rural audiences in India.

at heart’

all my life.

What qualities most

Hence my generation of actors
mostly find themselves stuck in characters far
from their real selves. I am very choosy when it
comes to selecting a subject because TV is a
long time commitment and I don’t want to feel
stifled in any particular role. That's why I chose
to wait so long for this show to begin.

What did you like about Love Ka Hai Intezaar
that made you said yes?

I liked the fact that it is a stylish show with a
lot of glamour involved. It’s not a typical
Indian drama. Every frame looks like a
Bollywood movie. The concept is
modern and appeals to youth, some-
thing that not only I would enjoy
performing as an actor, but some-
thing that even my audiences would
love too watch me be a part of as well.

Tell us about the series and charac-
ter you play.

I play the role of Mohini who is a
young, vibrant, modern girl. She is the
love child of Bollywood actress Kami-
ni Mathur and Maharaja Madhav
Singh. She joins a theatre group to
get experience to train to be-
come an actress, so that she
can help to run her family.
Her sister, who was a super
star of yesteryear, has giv-
en up acting for 20 long
years and the financial
situation at home is not
great anymore. Mohini
believes that her family

is her only priority in life.
Her motto in life is that
good happens to good
people only when they
work towards it and do not
let bad happen to them.
She does not believe in
leaving disappointments
to destiny.

What can audiences expect?
I'm sure they can expect a
classy show unfolded in a TV
show format. Great on-screen
chemistry and an interesting
drama with twists that will
appeal to all generations

and sensibilities.

How do you feel like you
have evolved as an actor?
There are shots in which
I don’t need glycerine to
cry anymore.

Television does make

impress you in a guy?
His honesty, integrity and respect for women
impress me the most. I like guys who take
women seriously and do not use them as an
object of desire, just to have some fun in life
and escape commitment.

What is your favourite love story of all time?
Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam because the subject
of love has been touched upon so delicately
and beautifully like never before.
The end was dramatic, yet

so honest.

What is your favourite
love song?
Film song

Pehla Nasha

because of its

- beautiful
lyrics and
the way
Sadhana

Sargam

sung it

makes it
timeless.

Which leading man would you love to be ro-
manced by on screen?

Ayushmann Khurrana because he is multi-tal-
ented and also sings. If I ever get to work with
him we can sing a duet together. It would be so
much fun.

What is happening on the musical front? Will
you record any more songs?

I am already in talks for my second song and
have lots of ideas in mind. Let’s hope it materi-
alises very soon.

What is your greatest unfulfilled ambition?
There are many ambitions that are unfulfilled
on the personal and career front. I am a very
career oriented person and I am hoping to do
some concrete acting work that is memorable
for the audience.

If you could learn something new what
would it be?

It would be swimming because that’s the only
thing that I could not learn, but wish I could.

You have the most dedicated fans, but what has
been your most memorable fan encounter?
Every fan encounter has been unique, but what
touches me the most is when fans from other
countries take the effort to buy me gifts and
courier them to me all the way, just to bring a
smile to my face. I am also impressed with eve-
ry fan club and the effort that goes into build-
ing and maintaining one for an actor.

Who are you a big fan of?

I was always smitten by Aishwarya Rai
as a child because I found her too per-
fect to be true. Even now when I see
some of her movies or photographs
they are magical for me.

Tell us something not many people
know about you.

I was superstitious about failing my
exams and hence kept a great distance
from students in my class who failed
often. I only mingled with toppers
and felt it helped me as a student.

Why should we tune into your

latest series?
(Smiles) Because it has me in it! And if
you have watched my previous show
- and liked me as an actor you shouldn’t
miss this one as this time my role will
be different from what I played in the
past and certainly very endearing.

/ Why do you love being an actor?
Nobody can teach you acting. It is a skill
that you are born with and when you get a
chance to perform as an actor it is the big-
gest creative high that you can experience.
There is tremendous creative satisfaction in
acting just like in dancing and singing, as
both the art forms are very expressive and
interactive at the same time and the audience
response is almost immediate.

Give a message for your fans.

I feel bad that I had to make my fans wait
for long before they could see me back

on their screens, but now I am shooting
long hours again and working so hard
for them. I hope that they love my work
and my new show and continue to
encourage me like they have in my
journey as an actor.

Follow Priya Mulji on www.twitter.com/priyamulji
or log onto www.priyamulji.com
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Alone in Seville (Part 2)

IFYOU read my last two columns you will
know that I have indulged in a little solo trav-
el. To recap, I spent a week in Seville, Spain
on my own wandering the streets, sightsee-
ing, eating tapas and making new friends.

Before I took the trip I had romantic vi-
sions that perhaps I'd take a train and meet
a guy on it, Bollywood style. Or that maybe
someone from the past would come to the
airport and declare his love for me. But that
didn’t happen.

Actually I had no romantic encounters
and there are none on the horizon, but what
I do know is that I had an amazing adven-
ture alone in Seville.

The positive effect my trip had on me
means [ want to do it again. I feel like I can
take on the world and that nothing is impos-
sible. I gained a lot of confidence, which
sounds clichéd, but it’s true.

I can get a flight alone, travel on public
transport and take taxis in a foreign land
without getting lost and even if I did get lost
I know it would all be part of the adventure.
What can I not do now?

I learned how to really become aware of
my surroundings, because safety is an issue
when travelling alone. My friends and family
were concerned and asked to keep them up-
dated on where I was, so I made sure I kept
my social media and Whatsapp groups up-
dated. Today it’s even easier with roaming in
EU included in your normal data package.

Most of all I learned to let go. Let go of bad
feelings, grudges and anger at the people
who have hurt my feelings.

I urge everyone, whatever their situation
to take a trip alone. It is empowering, liber-
ating, scary, nerve-racking but wonderful at
the same time. I can’t say that I found myself
or that I found love, but as I sit here writing
my column, I know that I'm okay.

We all go through difficult times, we really
do. It’s okay, because it makes you stronger,
helps you figure out what you're like as a
person and what you want. I was going
through a difficult time and at that point I
took advice from my fellow solo-travelling
friends and booked this trip.

It is in tough times that you find out who
will be there for you and how you will han-
dle hard times in the future.

If people ask “why are you going alone?” it
is because they don’'t understand or aren't at
peace with themselves.

So tell them something I saw on social
media: “It’s okay to do things alone, it’s okay
to vibe by yourself. Whatever happens in life,
know that it is all part of the plan and that
you will be okay.”
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